What is FOCUS about?
In 2015 and 2016, the EU experienced an unparalleled influx of refugees and migrants.
Although the number of arriving refugees is decreasing, the situation poses multiple
challenges for social and health services and labour markets in the receiving countries as
well as for the lives of the refugees.
FOCUS is an EU-funded research project to improve the understanding of the relations
between refugee / host communities in Jordan, Croatia, Germany and Sweden. We want
to find out more about how to live well together by investigating the social dynamics and
conditions of successful integration and providing tools and policy advice to foster good
integration.
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What does FOCUS want to achieve?

»» FOCUS’ research will significantly increase the understanding of key dynamics in refugee /
host community relations through field studies in four countries.

»» FOCUS will develop and test innovative solutions for social and labour market integration.
We will engage directly with practitioners to make sure that the proposed solutions match
their needs and foster successful integration work.

»» FOCUS will also work with policy makers – from local up to European level – to support an
informed design of the legal and socio-political framework of integration.

How are we going to do this?
Before developing tools for the integration of refugees, already existing solutions need to be
evaluated. That’s why this project starts with mapping the relations between refugees and hostcommunities. Next, relevant research questions and methodology will be defined and field
studies will be pursued across the four research sites. This will enable us to select, develop and
adapt proven solutions.
You will find the results providing practical assistance for policy development and guides in the
Refugee and Host Community Toolbox. We will also build a network of host communities to
foster the exchange of ideas and best practises.

This dialogue will be supported by the FOCUS Network of Host Communities.
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https://www.focus-refugees.eu
https://twitter.com/FOCUS_refugees
https://www.linkedin.com/in/focus-project
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